
SPECIAL MEETING WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MUNICIPAL COURT RM
   

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2000 7:00 P.M.
   

 
 
1.   7:00 P.M.  CALL TO ORDER
 
        Present:   President Comolli, Vice Pres. Schwer
                        Councilors Avedesian, Silvestri, Douglas, DiMaio
                        T. Sol. Payne, Co. Clk. Giordano
 
        Absent:    Councilor Richmond
                        T. Mgr. Nolan
 
 

Motion by Mrs. DiMaio, Seconded by Mrs. Avedesian, that the following Executive Session be
cancelled.  (So Voted 6 to 0 – Councilor Richmond absent)

 
 
2.   EXECUTIVE SESSION
 
        a)  42-46-5(a)(5) Land Acquisition – Municipal/School Purposes
 
 
3.   NEW BUSINESS
 
        a.     Resolution Authorizing The Town Manager To Enter Into An Option Agreement

 
               Present: Thomas J. Liguori, Jr., Esq.
                              Richard Panciera, owner of property located on Post Road
                              Raymond Cherenzia, Cherenzia and Associates, Ltd.
                              Samuel Cherenzia, Cherenzia Excavation
                              Joseph Lombardo, Town Planner
 

     Attorney Liguori briefed the Council regarding the Land Acquisition Committee’s task to review
several sites for potential purchase for municipal/school use.  He informed the Council that 27 acres
of property on Route One, which are owned Grace and Richard Panciera, and which are being
developed in a joint venture with Cherenzia and Associates and himself will meet the criteria for a new
school.  He noted that the Council has been provided with an Option to Purchase Agreement which
would require a $10 payment to hold the property for 90 days, after which the Town could purchase
the property at the asking price of $1.375 million if it so chooses.  He stated that the Town would have
until the end of April to present plans for the site to the Planning Board.  He explained that the
developers would prepare the site, develop the road, and provide a pad of 10 acres for the school site
with parking and a similar pad of 3.5 acres for an athletic field.  He stated that the price includes the
alteration permit and DEM approvals for drainage as well permits for the design of the disposal
system in accordance with the conceptual site plan. 
 
     Discussion was held regarding purchase of the site for school or municipal purposes, financing of
same, supplying gas lines, the need for appraisals, and property off Lovatt Lane owned by Grace
Panciera.
 
    Town Solicitor Payne stated that he had asked that another paragraph be included in the
agreement which stated that, if the Town did not exercise the Option to Purchase on February 28,
2001, the offer ended.  He stated that the bottom line is the property is being taken off the market for
three months and, at the end of that time period, the Town can walk away.

 
     A heated discussion ensured between Attorney Liguori and Councilor Douglas which resulted in
Mr. Liguori, Messrs. Cherenzia and Mr. Panciera leaving the meeting and withdrawing their offer.
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     President Comolli read aloud a letter from the School Committee requesting that the option be
purchased.

 
     Councilor DiMaio recused herself due to a possible conflict of interest being that the matter
involved the School Department and pursuant to an Ethics Commission ruling regarding the rental of
space to the School Department.

 
Motion by Mrs. Avedesian, Seconded by Mrs. Schwer, that the option be purchased and the following

resolution be adopted:  (So Voted 4 to 1 – Councilor Douglas dissented; Councilor DiMaio recused;
Councilor Richmond absent)

 
     WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Westerly has heretofore appointed a Land
Acquisition Committee to investigate potential sites for new schools for the Town of Westerly; and
 
     WHEREAS, said committee has brought before the Council a potential site, which the Council
feels merits further investigation; and
 
     WHEREAS, the owners of said site have agreed to grant to the Town an Option to Purchase said
property to allow the Town to make further investigation as to the suitability for a future school site;
that said property is identified as follows:
 
        Property of Grace Panciera, located southerly of Post Road, shown on Westerly Assessor’s

Map 110, Lot 64.
 
     WHEREAS, the Town Council believes that it is in the best interest of the Town of Westerly to
enter into an option agreement to allow sufficient time for the Town to conduct its due diligence to
determine the suitability of the site;
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby
 
     RESOLVED:  That the Town Manager is hereby authorized to enter an option agreement in the
form of Exhibit A, attached hereto.

 
        b.     Resolution Authorizing Town Councilors Participation In The Town’s Health Insurance Plan
 

Motion by Mrs. Avedesian, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, that the following resolution be adopted:  (So
Voted 4 to 0 – Councilors Silvestri and DiMaio abstained; Councilor Richmond absent)

 
     WHEREAS, Town Councilors have the option to participate in the Town of Westerly’s group health
insurance plan; and
 
     WHEREAS, said coverage will be at the group rate set by the health insurance plans and paid
monthly; and
 
     WHEREAS, the Town of Westerly will not fund any of the expense and said Councilor will bear the
entire cost of participation; and
 
     WHEREAS, at the end of the Councilor’s tenure, said Councilor will be offered insurance coverage
in accordance with COBRA laws; now therefore, be it hereby
 
     RESOLVED:  That the Human Resource Coordinator be authorized to extend said participation to
Town of Westerly Councilors.

 
 
4.   ADJOURNMENT
 
        8:15 P.M.  Voted Unanimously to adjourn.
 
                                                ATTEST:
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